Purley on Thames Parish Council

Annual Report
2007/8

In this report we attempt to keep all Purley on Thames residents briefed about
what the Parish Council has done on your behalf over the last year, and about
what we intend to do over the next 12 months. We've included some information
on how we work, how money is spent, who to contact and where to get more
information if needed. Some of this you may have seen before, but we still find
that people do not know and are interested.

The job of a Parish Council is to:
1. To take decisions and implement them
2. To manage parish assets and associated services, and to plan ahead
3. To represent the Village and residents to our partners:

a. To getthe best services
b. To maintain a good quality of life
C. At best value for money

4. To act as a main communication channel

Our assets are Recreation Grounds, The Barn, Allotments, Burial Ground,
Footpaths, etc.

Our partners are numerous, but include West Berkshire Council (WBC), Police,
Sovereign Housing and Neighbourhood Wardens, neighbouring parishes, local
groups and contractors.

Much of what we do is only achieved by working closely with these other
organisations, as we are not resourced to provide everything that the village
needs. We do however give a voice to the village where it is needed.

This is necessarily a brief summary. For more details, please see our
comprehensive website at www.purleyonthames.net, which is updated regularly.
We also place a column of information and comment in each Parish News.



http://www.purleyonthames.net/

Summary of 2007/8

In the past year we have:
Led a project to improve parking in the village.

Completed an agreement to protect our playing areas for
future generations.

Continued to encourage community events in the Barn.
Helped improve bus services for Purley.

Maintained recreation grounds and open space, play
equipment, footpaths, and recreational buildings and improved
contracts.

Represented Purley’s interests with outside bodies who can
affect life here e.g. WB Council, Environment Agency, and
many others.

Introduced the Parishioner of the Year award, to promote
community involvement.

And:

Worked with other bodies to improve services in the village:

o Continuous advancement of our Flood Plan and
emergency response.

o Maintained the focus on Community Safety, with Police,
Wardens, WB council, and others.

o Work on planning and development with the Planning
Authority (WBC).

o Constant attention to litter provision and clearing.
o Provision of Streetcare services.

o Maintain pressure on better WB Eastern Area facilities
and services.

o New waste management and recycling service meets
the demands of our Village Plan.



And for 2008/9:

Not forgetting that we have a considerable day-to-day
responsibility to keep services running smoothly for the village,
and to protect the village as much as possible, in 2008 some of
our main priorities will be:

Completing the Parking Study recommendations

Pressing for highways improvements in New Hill, Long Lane
and the A329

Continue with the emphasis to make more provision for older
youth leisure. Engage a wider set of resources to help, and
broaden the remit to include an activity programme and more
transport if possible.

Represent the village interests in the Tilehurst Learning
Campus project for benefit to Purley, also press for the
implementation of Kennet & Thames Vision.

Complete Risk Assessments to ensure all our facilities comply
with Health & Safety requirements.

Keep our recreation facilities and buildings in Goosecroft
Recreation Ground, Bucknell's Meadow and Pikeshaw Wood,
and the Barn maintained to a high standard.

Continue to improve the joint response to flooding events in
Purley, working with residents in the lower village, the
Environment Agency, and WBC.

Finalise new staffing arrangements to maintain a high level of
service for future years.

Roads, footpaths and transport

We work closely with WBC to ensure that roads, pavements and verges,
footpaths are kept to an adequate standard. We are pleased with the state of
footpaths in Purley, and we get a good service from Streetcare, who perform
minor works around the village, and respond well to reported problems. We are
conscious that several important roads need resurfacing works, and are hopeful
that we will see some progress this year.

The parking project has proceeded very carefully, because it is a sensitive subject
for many people, and we are determined to get it as right as possible. Most
comments have been favourable and this should complete soon.



We have been pressing for road safety measures on the A329 through the village:

o Vehicle-activated sign (VAS) to help control traffic speed,;

o Safe Cycle Path from Pangbourne through Purley to Tilehurst Station;

o Pedestrian Crossings

o Junction improvements, especially New Hill / A329
And also for the revision of the traffic calming installations in Long Lane. All of
these are getting closer. This type of work in frustratingly slow, because it relies
on capital funding in West Berkshire, who are quite limited with available
resources. However, the Parish Council is fully engaged with the Highways
Department on these matters.

Recreation and Youth

Our Recreation Committee and Barn Committee work hard to maintain and
improve leisure facilities owned by the village. A number of contractors, and a
small band of volunteers, manage to keep these accessible and enjoyed by
hundreds of people. We work with the sports and social clubs, local societies,
schools and youth and children’s organisations to ensure that the facilities are well
utilised and looked after. We have:

o The Barn — used by groups and societies, individuals and performances,

as well as Scouts and the Day Nursery.

o Goosecroft - play area, football, cricket, tennis, burial ground and Office

o Bucknell's Meadow - adventure play area, football and casual space

o Pikeshaw Woodland — quiet recreational and wildlife space.
We still want to do more, especially for older youth, and are attempting to develop
a more formal programme in conjunction with other service providers.
We are still keen to provide active leisure facilities, and are very disappointed not
to have been able to build the cycle track at Bucknell's Meadow, due to flood risk.
We are looking in the Parish to gain access to more land for recreation to reduce
the pressure on the Goosecroft pitches, and allow the formal sports to have more
flexibility, but also to encourage more casual play and be able to install the long
awaited leisure facilities more easily.

Flooding

In the 2007/8 year, two episodes of minor flooding occurred, both of which were
expected to be more serious. We were pleased with the response, not only from
our ‘emergency partners’, but also from the community in the lower village, who
showed great spirit. Our Flood Plan worked well, but we have still learned from
these two events, and plan to meet with our partners in April, especially the
Environment Agency, to try and make it work even better next time. We will
particularly discuss the telephone warning system and cascade communications
to residents which caused confusion in January.



People

Despite our geographical problems as a village (there is no obvious centre, and
we are split by roads and ground levels), visitors often remark upon the good
community ‘feel’ about Purley. It is difficult to grasp or define, but stems from
people caring about what goes on around them, and being willing to get involved.
That certainly is true of your councillors, true of a number of volunteers and our
staff, and true to an extent amongst our contractors. All of these deserve our
thanks as a village — it would not be the same without them.

Our current Clerk is one of these, and after many years of service to the
community, will retire at the end of this Council year - our thanks go to him. This
means that we will welcome a new clerk to the position, and also a new assistant.

How the Council works...

The full Council meets monthly to review the work of officers and committees,
monitor projects and spending, approve decisions and allocate tasks.
Periodically, progress against plan is reported and longer-term strategies are
prepared and agreed.

The Clerk and Chairman manage the Parish Office, finances and administration,
and control the Council’s schedule.

There are three main committees, which take responsibility for different areas of
the Council’s business, manage major projects in conjunction with our Partners —
West Berks Council, Sovereign Housing Association and Wardens, Thames
Valley Neighbourhood Police, our contractors and so on.
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Finance - how your money is used

The Council managed a budget of just over £120,000 in the last year, still
representing a contribution of less than £40 per household. Full accounts for the
year are not available until finalised and audited in the summer. Amounts
mentioned here are therefore always provisional. The income sources are
illustrated in Figure 1. Figure 2 looks at expenditure in the same way.

Figure 1. Income (£000s)
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Grants; £18K

Precept; £74K

Rents / Fees; £33K

Figure 2. Expenditure (E000s)

Grants; £5K

Other; £1 % Recreation; £20K

Highways; £10K

Operating Exp;
£21K

Barn; £16K

Salaries; £29K

Expenditure is heavily weighted towards funding day-to-day maintenance and
management of Parish assets and provision of services. However we do also,
where possible, provide part or total funding for important improvement projects.
We continue to believe that the Parish Council’s work provides good value.



How to contact us

Parish Office:

Website:

Telephone: 0118 984 4507

Email: clerk@purleypc.wanadoo.co.uk

Write:  Parish Office, Goosecroft Lane, off Beech
Road, Purley on Thames, RG8 8DR

www.purleyonthames.net (lots of contacts and
information)

Opening hours

The Parish Office is open to the public during the following hours:

Monday (except bank Holidays)

Thursday

2.00pm to 7.30pm

9.00am to 2.00pm

Councillors are available for consultation on Monday evening
'surgery’ between 6.30 — 7.30pm

Chairman
Vice-Chair
Highways
Recreation
Barn
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member

Member

Rick Jones 0118 962 3793
Rick Farrow 0118 962 4577
Paul Coombes 0118 961 3462
Sally Robertson 0118 962 5978
Roger Woodard 0118984 2112
Bill Ayling 0118 941 9437
Anne Bolland 0118 941 3259
David Betts 07917 697933

John Chapman 0118 942 6999
John Devine 0118 962 5818
Tim Metcalfe 0118 942 8001

Graham Rolfe

Vacancy

0118 941 7247


mailto:clerk@purleypc.wanadoo.co.uk
http://www.purleyonthames.net/

Community Safety:

Neighbourhood Wardens
Police Non-Emergency

District Council:

West Berkshire Council
WBC emergency out of hours
Streetcare

Purley Barn
Barn Manager
Social Clubs

Purley Sports & Social Club
Purley Park Social Club

Schools

Purley C.E. School

Long Lane Primary School
Denefield School
Westwood Farm School

Westwood Farm County School

Doctors

Pangbourne Medical Practice
Tilehurst, Overdown Rd

Travel

Reading Buses
Great Western Trains

Useful Numbers

0118 945 5286
0845 8 505 505

01635 424000
01635 41261
01635 519080

07917 453187

0118 984 3061
0118 942 7047

0118 984 2384
0118 942 7187
0118 941 3458
0118 942 5182
0118 942 6133

0118 984 2234
0118 942 5432

0118 9594000
08457 000 125



